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S cnoolbo ys are Z‘augkt that the Sz‘az‘e Deparr‘~'_
ment proposes forezgn polzcy for the president.

b v an alien’ govemmezzt.

’ ‘. ". " EXCLUSIVE TO SPOTLIGHT
/- * By George Nicholas
"In an unprecedented dlsplay of an alien wovemment mampulatmcr the_
American national purpose at will,.Israelt Prime Minister Menachem Begin
matched his muscle_in public™against that, of Ronald Reaca.l on thez
president’s home grounds—-Conoress-—and won. .
The real issue was not the long-debated sale’ of five so—called AWACS
radar sentry (alrcraft) to-Saudi Arabia. It was not even a simple case of Israel .
vs the U.S., for in Washington’s currem climate both the propontents and
opponents of the plane deal found it necessary to profess pxous de» onon to |
Israel’s security and “best interests.’” -
“The real issue, as an exhausted and frustrated Secretary of State Alexander

Haig suddenly admitted on September 18 in a rare outburst of candor, was ' i
: whether “‘the presxdent can cc»nduct the
country’s business in accordance wnth ;
his own- assessment of the country’s.
needs and strategic interests. The ques-
tion is, Who controls American- forexgn
pohcy"” R . 1
- That . quesnon was soor - settied
Within hours of Haig’s w arning—made
on the ABC momming network’ news-.:
cast—a majority of U.S. senators fell in
behind Prime Minister Begin and for- |

mady registered . their opposntxon to:
"President Reaoan s proposal forselling

‘an $8.5-billiow. plane--and . au' defense' ,

e 21, e

'package to the Saudis. . - -

Foreign diplomatic and" ‘media- ob-:
servers - expressed . incredulity <and
astonishment at what a senior French
.delegate at United Nations headquarters
in Manhattan described as *‘a small na-.
tion, without means, formulating policy
.for a major power, even against- the
iwishes of the large country" govern-
ment.”’ Jee e
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But U.S. forezgr' policy. zs acz‘ually__ develojpod -

- - +demonstrably the most powerful alien
|pressure group in American - ‘history—
jwent on the offensive-to show that its
¢ Ielout exceeded-that of the Whnte House,
" lit overreached itself . sl . oo -

dLCBJ asee

mixed hilarity and horror
““‘Here are' American senators ” com-

e

.

‘mented a Middle Eastern policy analyst °

at UN headquarters,” Sterally reading
scripts prepared. for them by the Israeli
lobby.to destroy one of the most impor-
tant defense - decisions .made by the

White House since Reagan s inaugura- .

tion. It’s. unpreccdented . 2. there is
nothing like it in recorded hlstory.”
Iromcally, as ‘the Israeli lobby——now

. According to hxghlv placed’ US in-
telligence sources close to the AWACS
controversy, who have given The SPOT-

- LIGHT trustworthy information in the

past in -pnvate conversation Begm

- sounds far less worried about the sentry
“plane sale to the Saudxs than in pubhc_

speeches. o

As revealed in a SPOTLIGHT world
exclusive {Sept. 28), Begin bluntly warn-
ied President Reagan that Israel insisted

ion--acquiring the so-called electronic
‘countermeasure technology to neutralize

Saudi Arabia’s AWACS. This techno-

logy uses advanced pulse wave wizardry
-to black “out .-the -planes? downward-.
"looking radar -much -as -a-hat thrown.

- over a camera lens Elots out a TV image.

‘AWACS STRIPPED -
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- Confirming - The SPOTLIGHT’A

historic scoop a week later, a senior De-

fense- Department .official admitted to'

“**Time”’.-magazine’s- Pcmagon corres-.

prepared for sale to the S-udis are in-
" deed being stripped of the sophisticated

“the plane against the countermeasures
“mounted by the Israelis’ . e
- *“QObviously, the argument that thxs

! -pondent: that ‘the AWACS -craft being |

“black box”’ davices that.might protect *

" transaction might be a ‘grave threat’ to-

“Israel’s security is baseless; ;it’s just a
propaganda lie,”” said a veteran -Air
Force policy analyst, now approaching
retirement and- decply worried about

America’s course in world affairs: -

. “Begin’s whole pitch is duplicitious

-and a fraud,”” he said. “*“We here in.the .

. Pentagon-—the top U.S...defense
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